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EXPORTATION or CORN: 
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The principal Arguments produced in fayour of 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


- ON THE. 


EXPORTATION or CORN. 
(HE true value of land can only be 
eſtimated by the quantity and value 
of it's products; and theſe, will ever 
be proportionate to the wealth and population 
of the country. Manufactures and commerce 
are the only ſources of permanent wealth and 
population; and wherever they flouriſh the 


farmer will always be ſure of a market, and 


cannot want extraordinary encouragement for 
cultivation. The high price of land in the 
neighbourhood of all our trading towns, proves 


the truth of this aſſertion, and ſhews how 


ſtrict is the connection between the landed 
and commercial intereſts of this nation. 


Tux decay of our foreign trade has, for 
ſome time paſt, afforded juſt reaſon for nati- 
one — The ballance with Rigi 
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. Sweden is ſaid to be againſt us to the an- 


nual amount of above oo, ooo J. Our trade 


with Portugal and Spain is alſo on the decline: 
and Germany and Holland are the only coun- 
tries where the ballance hath been largely on 


our fide. Now whence can the declining ſtate 


of our commerce be accounted for, but from 
the enhanced price of our commodities. This 
is again derived from our heavy taxes, and the 
exorbitant dearneſs of all the neceſſaries of life, 


which have obliged traders to give greater 
wages to their workmen, and of courſe to ſet 
an higher value on their manufactures. Hence 
our neighbours are enabled to under-ſell us; 


and our commerce mult be ſenſibly diminiſhed 


every year. As for the taxes, whether it is 
poſſible to leſſen their number, or, by al- 


tecing their preſent form, to divide the bur- 
then more equally, is not our buſineſs to de- 
termine; but it may be practicable, by new 
regulations, to lower the high price of pro- 
viſions, which is an evil as pernicious as 
the former to manufactures and commerce. 
It hath indeed been urged with ſome truth, 
that when proviſions are too cheap, the lower 
kind of people will be idle. At preſent we 


have no reaſon to apprehend any ſuch conſe- 
ſequence, 


AT 
quence. On the contrary a diligent labourer 
can now ſcarce maintain a family notwithſtand- 
ing the late increaſe of wages: and the nume- 
rous and diſſolute poor, wherewith moſt pa- 
riſhes are incumbered, ſeem to make a regu- 
lation in this reſpect highly expedient. 


Tus we ſee that the only method to re- 
cover our foreign trade is to lower the price of 
our commodities: and this can only be done 
by lowering the price of the neceſſaries of life. 
How far the encouragement given by the le- 
eiflature to the exportation of Corn, may have 
been the cauſe of the misfortunes we complain 
of, is left to the public to judge. It is our de- 
ſign in the following pages to offer ſome rea- 
ſons for taking away the bounty given with 
exported Corn; as tending to raiſe the price of 
proviſions in general, to deſtroy the national 
commerce, and in the event to injure the 
landed intereſt of this kingdom. 


As the bounty has been long eſtabliſhed, it 
will be neceſſary to proceed with caution. 
Where the general prejudice is united with par- 
ticular intereſts, either real or miſtaken, we 
muſt begin on ſure grounds: and the firſt ſtep 
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is to ſhew what the bounty is as now eſtabliſh- 
ed, and then anſwer the arguments produced in 


its favour by its ſtrongeſt and ableſt advocates. - 


TA E preſent bounty is founded. on the 
ſtatute 1. V. and M. ſeſſ. 1. cap. 12. which 
enacts in ſubſtance, that — When Malt 
ce or Barley Wincheſter meaſure ſhall be at 248. 
« or under, Rye at 328. Wheat at 48s. in 
% any port of this kingdom or Wales, mer- 
« chants and others who ſhall put on ſhip- 


e board in Engliſh ſhipping (the maſter and 
two thirds. of the mariners being ſubjects 


« of this realm) any ſorts of the Corn afore- 
« ſaid to export the ſame, and ſhall bring cer- 
ee tificates of the quantity and quality of the 
<« Corn ſhipped to perſons appointed to collect 
the cuſtoms; and upon proof of ſuch certi- 
* ficate by one or more credible perſons upon 


de oath, and upon bond given by ſuch mer- 


« chant or other perſon in 2001. for every ton 
* of Corn ſo exported, and that the ſaid Corn 
* ſhall be exported, and not be landed again 


ein England, Wales, Guernſey, Jerſey, or 


* Berwick, ſhall receive from the perſons 
te appointed to collect the cuſtoms, for every 
quarter of Barley or Malt 2 8. 6d. of Rye 


* 


„ 
« 3s, 6d. of Wheat 5s. and ſhall pay no 


* cuſtoms, nor any fee or reward for Corn ſo 


laden and exported. And upon certificate 


c under the hand and ſeal of the magiſtrate in 
e any place beyond ſea, or of two known Engliſh 
ce merchants, that ſuch Corn was there landed, 
* or upon proof by credible perſons, that it 
* was taken by enemies, or periſhed at ſea, 
ce the bond ſhall be given up.” Such is the 
bounty act; which as we ſhall ſee was not an 
original idea ſtarted at the revolution, but an- 
terior by ſeyeral years. Whether it was pro- 
per to grant a bounty at all, ſhall be conſi- 


dered hereafter : but the method of exporting 
on this ſtatute ſeems materially defective in 


another point; v2. in giving a power to the 
exporter himſelf in a great meaſure to fix the 


price of exportation. Let us ſuppoſe the 


Cornfactors receive orders for large quantities 
when the beſt Corn is above the bounty price. 
They purchaſe till their orders are compleat- 
ed; and then agree amongſt themſelves, on 
ſome market day juſt before they export, ei- 
ther not to buy at all, or only a ſmall quan- 
fity of the worſt Corn ; and-ſo reduce the price 
below the ſtandard, which may eaſily be done 
in thoſe markets where from 2000 to 5000 

quarters 
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quarters are ſold in one day to the Cornfac- 
tors; and ſuch markets there are as we have 
been informed by the dealers themſelves. 


Now by this method they might ſwear, or 


obtain a certificate, that the price on the laſt 


market day was under the value limited by the 


act, and ſo get the bounty, though Corn was 
dearer in general than the exportation price; 
and drain the nation of a great part ot it's 


grain. Thus we ſee exportation may depend 


on the oath of the exporter, which is a ſtrong 
temptation to perjury ; or on a certificate ob- 
tained by him, which is productive of frauds. 


But ſuppoſing the dealers ever ſo conſcientious, 


this meaſure can only ſpecify the value of 
Corn in that particular place; whereas it 
ſhould not be fixed by the price in the Corn 
counties, but rather by the King and Council, 
or at leaſt by certificates from the magiſtrates 
of the manufacturing towns, where more Corn 
is conſumed than is produced: This objec- 
tion indeed is rather againſt the manner of 


obtaining the bounty, than the bounty itſelf; but 


as it follows naturally after reciting the ſtatute, 
it was better to mention it here, that the rea- 
der might conſider both at the ſame time. 
1 5 WE 


th 


[2] 


Ws ſhall now proceed to anſwer the moſt 
popular arguments made uſe of by the fa- 
vourers of the bounty. 


I. Tux firſt and principal is, that Corn bas 


been cheaper ſince the preſent bounty took place, 
than it was before. In ſupport of this aſſer- 
tion they produce the regiſter of Eton College, 


in which the higheſt prices of Wheat and 
Malt are ſet down, as they are taken by the 
baker and brewer of the College, in Windſor 
market, on the next market day before Mi- 


cbaelnas and Lady-day. The accuracy of this 
account ſhall not be queſtioned, as the rents 
of the College are ſettled by their report. By 


this the favourers of the bounty endeavour to 
prove, that Wheat and Malt have been always 
on the decline fince that meaſure took place: 
and for that purpoſe, have on the plan of Bi- 


| ſhop Fleetwood added the two prices together, 


and taken the half, which is conſidered as the 
medium price for the year *. This table is 


however liable to ſome objections. Allow- 


ance may be made for the difference of the 


* See Chron, Prec. p. 101. For the reader's convenience 
the Eton regiſter is printed at the end of this treatiſe, 


Windfor 


[8 1 
Windſor from the Winchefter meaſure; but the 
regiſter only gives the higheſt price of the 4e/# 
Wheat and Barley, fo that it may. be hard to 
find the medium ſtandard of middle Wheat. 
However, as the calculators for the bounty 
have formed a table to reduce it to a mediums» 

kt us ſuppoſe this difficulty removed : ſtill the 
Eton regiſter cannot give us the medium for 
the whole year; as Corn is dearer in general 
in the ſpace from Lady-day to Michaelmas, 


than from Michaelmas to Lady-day; and the 
nearer we approach to the new harveſt, the 


more ſenſibly do we feel the conſequences of 
exportation. Much leſs can it ſhew the ge- 


neral price of grain in manufacturing countries, 


where cheapneſs is moſt neceſſary, and where 
of conſequence the exaQteſt enquiries ſhould 
be made. All we can with certainty diſcover 
from it, is the comparative price of Wheat 
and Malt in different years, on thoſe r fixed 
pornts of time, in Windfor market ; yet to give 
all poſſible advantage to the favourers of the 
bounty, we ſhall conſider it in a more exten- 
five view. As this enquiry will oblige us to 
examine our regulations about Corn, from 
early times, we muſt begin our remarks be- 
fore the Eton regiſter commences, and endea- 

your 


1 

vour to account for the former dearneſs, where 
authorities can be found, from parallel facts in 
hiſtory. Thus the dates of the regiſter will 
be connected with preceding times, and the 
reader may comprehend at once the whole 
— of our Corn trade. 


WI all only ak in end for ths 
firſt ages, that our Norman anceſtors, rude, 
unpoliſhed, and warlike, attended very little 
to commerce and agriculture. - At length Rad- 
ward the third, being ſtruck with the neatneſs 
and opulence of Flanders, was well diſpoſed to 
encourage trade in his own country ; but the 
crown of France was a preſent objec, and the 
advantages of commerce were remote. How- 
ever, his regulations had ſome effect; and he 
ſeems in particular to have paid great attention 
to Corn*. At his firſt expedition againſt France 
in 1: 339, he reſtrained the exportation af 
grain in general; and by another act t, when he 
made thoſe deſperate efforts which immedi- 

ately preceded the treaty of Bretagny . 0s 


* — Abr. of the Parliament earns, ry 18. 

I Ditto p. 100. 

A writer in the Muſ. Rut *. 5. p. 144. wkitces 
another ſtatute prohibiting importation in the third of Ed. 
ward III. But this ſeems to be a miſtake of the author, 
ws 9 | who 
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clear from hence that the people were in- 
clined to exportation, and of conſequence 
wanted no encouragement. His ſucceſſor Ri- 
chard the ſecond, in the * 6th year of his 
reign, prohibited Corn from being exported ; 
but permitted an unlimited export + eleven 
years afterwards, probably for the fake of 


the duties. How it ſucceeded cannot be cer- 
tainly known; but as Wheat was 16s. 8 d. 
per quarter three years before, viz. in 1390, 
ſo the price was not much lowered after- 


wards, for in 14017, it was 16s. Henry 
the fourth was ſo much engaged at home, and 


his warlike ſon abroad, that we are not ſurprized | 
to find them inattentive to the wants of their 


people. But, in 1428, by the ſtatute 4 Hen. 
VI. chap. 5. exportation is again allowed, 


ſubject to the reſtraint of the King and coun- 
-cil. This was the year of the ſiege of Or- 
leans; and France being incapable of ſup- 
-plying our army, the meaſure was certainly 


who has given a well known act, paſſed in the third of Ed. 
ward IV. which ſhall be conſidered in it's right place, to Ed. 
ward III. 

Phi s Ahr. Parl. p. 285. 

See the ſtatute of the 17th of Richard II. 4 7. 

1 Chron: Prec. 78. 
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toc 


KS 

Ws, 
proper. In the fifteenth of the ſame reign ., 
exportation was allowed without licence, 
when Wheat was 6s. 8 d. per quarter and 
Barley 3s. 4d. This was in 1436, when 
Talbot was ſtill making efforts in France to 
retrieve the ſinking cauſe . However, this 
laſt allowance of exportation, if it did no 
harm, could have no good effect; for we find 
Wheat at an exorbitant price in 1439 and 
1440. In this laſt mentioned year, the com- 
mons petitioned the King, that every cuſto- 
mer and comptroller of every port might li- 
cence the King's ſubjects to tranſport Corn 
from one ſhire or town to another, taking 
ſurety of debt to the value that the ſame be 
not carried beyond the ſeas. This ſeems to 
be the firſt idea of a circulation of Corn 
throughout the kingdom; which was the beſt 
method of reducing the price. However, the 
petition was waived; and two years after, the 

former act was confirmed by ſtatute 20 Hen. 
VI. chap. 6. and made perpetual in 1445. 


Stat. 15 Hen. VI. chap. 2. 

+ By the Chron. Prec. it ſeems probable, that Wheat was 
but 5 8. 4d. about that time, which the author takes to be 
the medium price. If ſo, it is then plain that 6s. 8 d. was 
too high a price for exportation. 

0 — Abr. of the Parl. Records, p. 625. 
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Wheat at this time was but 48. 6 d. and att 
Oats 2 8. per quarter. They roſe indeed af- cal 
terwards, but not to the prices one might have is"; 
expected in ſo unſettled a period as the wars toc 
of York and Lancafter ; being never above 8s. ag: 
per quarter, if Biſhop Fleetwood is not in an wh 
error. It is probable that this cheapneſs vet 
was owing to the great quantities of Corn that ir 
were imported ; for in 1463, as ſoon as Edw. pal 
IV. was quietly ſeated on the throne, impor- ſed 
tation was reſtrained till Wheat was above | bo 
68, 8 d. Rye 4s. and Barley 3 s. per quarter. tra 


— ————— ä —ẽ — 1 
— ———— — — — — I 


Tux next ſtatute that appears in our books eal 
is the 34 & 35 Hen. VIII. c. 9. F. 3. which in- gr: 
flicts heavy penalties on all whotranſport Corn 3 
without licence, or four quarters more than gre 

they have licence to tranſport. The forfeit- no 
ure was no leſs than the veſſel and cargo. 38 
The ſeverity of the puniſhment ſhews how 58 
much licences had been abuſed, and how cau- wh 
tious we then were of exporting more than dei 
the nation could bear. | th: 

5 e FI 
FROM this time, being no longer incum- foi 
bered with foreign claims, or civil wars, we 5 


Chron. Pree, p. 99. 


attended 
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attended more diligently to our domeſtic con- 
cerns. As the former reigns were too remiſs 
in their regulations, ſo the houſe of Tudor was 
too rigid. We next find the well known a& * 
againſt foreſtalling, regrating, and ingroſſing; 
which, if ſtrictly executed, would have pre- 
vented the circulation of Corn through the 

kingdom; though the ſeverity of the former 
part was mitigated by the 12th and 13th 
ſections. The firſt of theſe allowed Corn, 
bought by the licence of three juſtices, to be 
tranſported from one part of the King's domi- 
nions to another : but theſe licences were not 
eaſily procured ; for the juſtices would not 
grant them if there were any apprehenſions of 
a dearth, The latter ſection allowed the en- 
groſſing of Corn (provided the market was 
not foreſtalled) when Wheat was commonly 
3s. 8d. Barley and Malt 3s. 4d. Rye at 
58. per quarter London meaſure ; a regulation 
which afforded a ready ſupply againſt any ſud- 
den ſcarcity. In the next reign it was found 
that the old ſtatute of Hen. VIII. could not 
prevent immoderate exportation : it was there- 
fore enacted +, ** that (as ſundry good ſtatutes 
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ct Hi laws have been made that none ſhouts 


« tranſport, carry, or convey beyond ſeas any 
« Butter, Corn, Cheeſe, or other Victuals, 
ce (except to Calais, &c.) notwithſtanding ſun- 


«« dry covetous perſons have and daily do carry 


© away innumerable quantities of Corn, &c. 
© whereby the ſaid Corn, &c. are grown to 


Sa wonderful dearth and extream prices) none 


* thall carry away by any veſſel into any place 
beyond the ſeas, or into the realm of Scot- 
& land, any grain, under pain of forfeiting 
« ſhip and cargo; the owners to forfeit dou- 
c hle the value, and the maſters and mari- 
ners all their goods, and be impriſoned for a 


« year without bail. If any perſon tranſport 
© more Corn than he has licence to do he 


„ ſhall forfeit the treble value, and be impri- 


* ſoned for a year.” By ſect. 5. it is enac- 


ted, © that they which have licence, ſhall 
lade at one certain place: and by the 7th 
it is provided . that tranſportation ſhall be 
* allowed (except to the Queen's enemies) 


when Wheat is 6s. 8d. Rye 4s. and Bar- 


< ley 3 8. per quarter. 


FRoM hence it ſeems that the former ſta- 


tutes had been evaded, and probably the 


ſeverity 


3 
ſeverity of the penalties had contributed to 
render them ineffectual. If ſo, this ſtatute, 
which only differs from them in inereaſing 
the penalties, was leſs adapted to anſwer the 
end deſigned. However, it proves that the ex- 
portation of Victuals had been exceſſive, and 
that to all appearance the dearneſs of thoſe 
times was a conſequence of that exportation. 
The regulations intended to ſtop the practice 
were ill digeſted; licences in themſelves were 
always odious, for they gave opportunities to 
the Crown officers of ſhewing favour to indi- 
viduals, and expoſed them to the influence of 
corruption. 


Ir may here be objected, that, in Biſhop 
Fleetwod's collection , we do not find either 
Wheat or Rye at this time extravagantly 
dear *. But it may be rationally ſuppoſed 
that they were riſing ; for the firſt parliament 
of Philip and Mary did not fit till November, 
and the price mentioned in the Chron. Prec. 
| might be taken long before. At leaſt it will 
be granted, that however ignorant the nation 
might then be of the principles of commerce, 
they were certainly judges of their own a wants; 


#* Chron. Prec. p. 96. 
and 


1 

and muſt know, by the duties paid, the 4 
amount of exportation. The poor mult feel ” 
when Corn was dear, and experience * 0 
point out the evil and it's —_ c 


"In the next reign A was allowed c 
when Wheat was 10 8. Rye Peaſe or Beans c 
8s. Barley or Malt 6 6. 8d. per quarter, but « 
only from ſuch ports as her Majeſty ſhould 40 
appoint. The gradual increaſe of the expor- 5 
tation price was a conſequence of the lowering 6« 
of ſpecie by the wealth brought from America. 6« 

In 1577 another act, 13 El. c. 1 3. was framed, 60 
q ſo cautiouſly worded, that it is plain the looſe 60 
FF _ expreſſions of the former ſtatutes were pro- ot 
{ ductive of great abuſes. It is entitled © an act T 
« for the increaſe of tillage, and the mainte- ll 
* nance of the navy.” It allowed © tranſport of ce 
Corn from any port where a cuſtemer, col- ce 
«ſector, or his deputy reſided, provided the 60 
* ownersof the veſſel were native · born ſubjects. ; 
r Provided alſo that no prohibition ſhould be 0 
t publiſhed by the Queen's proclamation, or fi 
4 by:the Lord Preſident of the North, or the Ct 
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| | Lord Preſident of Wales, within their juriſ- ir 
| < riſdiction, or by the majority of juſtioes at A 
7 3 quarter ſeflion out of their Juriſdiction, 1 
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*-in the ſhire, town, or in any port-towns 
« within the ſaid county. For which pur- 
«poſe the Lord Preſident was to confer with 
« the mhabitants yearly to enquire whether it 
* was proper to tranſport Corn or not, and 
ee under their hands and ſeals determine the 
« permiſſion or prohibition. This order was to 
c continue in force till a new order; unleſs 
« the Queen's proclamation intervened, or a 
new order of the majority of juſtices, who 
« ſhould ſind it hurtful by means of dearth, or 
% great hindrance to tillage by too much 
“ cheapneſs. But ſuch order was to be noti- 
** fied to the Queen or her Privy Council, for 
their approbation. Cuſtom was to be paid 
<« for every quarter of Wheat 18. and of 
ther grain 8 d. But if Corn was tranſpor- 
« ted by any particular licence, the cuſtom 
e was to be for a quarter of Wheat 2 8. and 
« of ochan gain 16 q. 5 | 

— r prudence could not ſeemingly have 
ſuggeſted better meaſures to prevent the in- 
conveniences of exportation ; and yet we find 
in 1574 and 1575, the price of Wheat was 
fluctuating: between 2 l. 16 8. per quarter and 
11. 48. In 1587 it roſe to 3 J. 4 8. per quar- 
: Go: * > 


18 J 
ter at London, and in other places to 10, 12, 
or 13 8. per buſhel, occaſioned by exceſſive 
tranſportation . Yet in 1593 another act + 
was paſſed, allowing export when Wheat was 
20s. per quarter, Rye, Peaſe, and Beans 
13s. 4d. Barley and Malt 12s. Cuſtom for 
Every quarter of Wheat 2s. and of other 
grain 16d. We can only account for this 
increaſe of export - price from the wealth 
poured in this year by the Spaniſb prizes; but 
whatever were the cauſes, the effects were 
very unhappy: for the next year Wheat was 
per quarter 21. 10s. and Rye 21. This pe- 
riod brings us to 1595, when the Eton regiſ- 
ter commences, and when the ſame quantity 
of the ſame grain was by much tranſporta- 
tion 21. 13 8. at Londen, and a1. at Wind- 
{or market *. 
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Is 1603 began the reign of James I. when 
exportation was again allowed 5, till Wheat 
was 26s. 8d. Rye, Peaſe ad * 1 * Bar- 


--* Chron. Prec. p. 99. 

+ 35 Elix. ch. 7. 

I Chron. Prec. p. 99. and the three tracts on the Corn 0 
trade, 2d edition, Lend 1766, p. 97. All the references 
to this work are to be applied to this edition. 
1 Fac. ch. 28. ſect. 2&6 


191 
ley and Malt 15 3. per quarter. The cuſ- 
toms were the ſame as by 35 Elix. only ſub- 
Je& to the King's proclamation, Thus it 
continued till the 21ſt year of his reign *, 
when the prices were again altered, and ex- 
portation allowed, till Wheat was 325. per 
quarter, Rye 20 8. Peaſe and Beans 16s. and 
Barley or Malt 16s. with the fame cuſtoms 
as before. This a& was continued by the 3d 
of Charles, c. 4. ſect. 3: but though the ef- 
fects might ſeem rather ſalutary than hurtful 
(for the prices of Wheat and Malt were for 
a year or two rather diminiſhed than en- 
_ creaſed) yet they were certainly higher from 
1628 excluſive, to 1641 incluſive, than be- 
fore, which might very probably ariſe from 
exportation. The average of theſe 13 years 
was for Wheat rather above 21. 13 8. 329. 
and for Malt 11. 11s. 104d. per quarter, 
while the average for the preceding thirteen 
years was for Wheat 21. 2s. 85d. and for 
Malt 11. 2 s. as appears by the Eton regiſter. 


Turs ſeveral ſtatutes prove beyond all 
contradiction, that from the firſt of Edo. III. 
* Cham ue 3 
+ In the years 1627 & 1628, vide the Euun regiſter. 
C 2 wie 


L 20 ] 
we- paid ſome attention to the growth and 
exportation of Corn; and from Rzchard II. to 
Charles I. the parliament may rather be ſaid 
to regulate than prohibit exportation. We find 
in the reign of Henry VI. the firſt hint of an 


inland circulation; and we ſee the nation af- 


terwards ſo inclined to export, that it occa- 
ſioned a dearth, which the parliaments of 
Mary and Eliz. were obliged to remedy by 
very ſevere penalties on exportation. What 
then ſhall we think of thoſe writers, who affirm 
that we never thought of exporting till after 
the reſtoration ? Let them conſult the ſta- 
tutes, and particularly the 13th of Eliz. which 
is highly worthy our conſideration. Let them 


confider the gradual alterations of exportation- 


price, as the value of ſpecie ſunk, and then 


Fay whether ſuch regulations could ever be 


made, if Corn had never been exported? 


Having now wa our account down to 
the civil wars, let it be remarked, that had 
Corn been higher than it was in the above- 
mentioned period, no argument could be 
.drawn from thence in favour of the bounty ; 


* The ſtatutes of Eliz. refer to the it&2d P. & M. for 
the penalties, 
| for 


11 ;|þ 


for the extortion of purveyors, and the ſlavery 
of military tenures, with the want of inter- 
courſe between different parts of the realm, 
were heavy obſtacles to agriculture. An ac- 
count of purveyance and it's abuſes may be 
found in Lord Co#e's 2d Inſt. p. 543. to which 
we ſhall refer the reader for particulars; only 
reminding him that by this branch of the 
prerogative, the Crown officers exerciſed a 
power of taking away any man's Corn, or 
other provifions, at a ſmall price, and obliging 
him to carry them with his team for 10d. or 
12d. a day, wherever they choſe. At the 
latter part of this period too, the ſudden in- 
flux of wealth from America and the Eaſt- 
Indies, raiſed the price of proviſions to a pitch 
never known fince the Roman empire; and 
theſe with the migrations of inhabitants both 
into Ireland and America, and the unſettled 
ſtate of the nation, contributed to check the 
improvement of tillage. The price of Corn 

during the civil wars ſhould not be taken into 
the account; but we find, when the troubles 
were appeaſed, that from 1652 to 1656, 
Wheat and Barley were cheaper than they have 
ever been ſince for the ſame ſpace of time; 


* See the Corn tracts, p. 99. 


which 


L 22 
which may partly be accounted for by confi. 
dering that purveyance and the military te- 
nures lay dormant during the adminiſtration 
of the parliament, and _ protectorate of 
Cromwell. 


Ar the e in 1660, theſe abuſes 


were legally aboliſhed, and from hence we 
might have hoped for a quick reformation in 
our ſyſtem, and great improvements in com- 
merce and agriculture. Many circumſtances 
ſeemed to favour our expectations. The par- 


liament officers, retiring to their eſtates, be- 


came great proficients in the management 
of land ; and the royaliſts, (who found their 
eſtates in a wretched condition) were eager to 
improve them. The riſing ſpirit of commerce 
in Europe was a new motive for emulation, but 
the diſſipation of the court was a damp to 
every ſcheme of publick utility, However, 
an act was paſſed in 1660, allowing exporta- 


tion when Wheat was 40s. per quarter, Rye, 


Peaſe and Beans 248. Barley and Malt 20s. 
Oats 16s.* This is the act fo often affirm- 
ed to be the firſt + which encouraged _ 


* 12 Ch. II. ch. 4. ſect. 11. 

+ A letter ſigned Agricola, in the Mota Ruft. vol. * 
P. 47- is guilty of this error, and of enother in the ſame 

| period 


that 
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tation; the effects of. which were not very 


favourable to the poor; for the ſtatute of Ed- 

ward VI. againſt ingroſſing was ſtill a bar to 
inland circulation. But in the year 1664 in 
the 5th year of Cha. II. this obſtacle was in 
part removed, by a ſalutary ſtatute, by which 


all perſons were enabled to buy Corn in open 


market (but without foreſtalling or ſelling it 


again in the ſame market within three months) 


and Jay it up in granaries, and ſell it again, 
when ſuch Corn was bought at or under the 


price of Wheat 48 s. Barley or Malt 28s. 


Buckwheat 28 s. Oats 13 s. 4d. Rye, Peaſe, 


and Beans 328. per quarter, Wincheſter mea- 


ſure. At which prices they were allowed to 
be exported. It is remarkable that Oats were 
never mentioned as an article of export in any 
act before the 12th of Charles II. and there the 
price is conſiderably higher than in this of the 
15th. Now it ſeems as if too much of that 


grain had been ſent abroad, and that the 


poorer- manufacturers and labourers had. ſuf- 
fered from the extent of the permiſſion. We 
cannot-elſe account for this reduction of the 
NR in the fpace of but three 


period, wiz. miſtakipg the bean price of Rye for 


that of Wheat. 
years. 


( 24 ] 
years. By the ſame ftatute, the duties on im- 
portation were fixed ſo high (when grain was 
at the price mentioned above) as almoſt to 
amount to a prohibition. Thus at length the 
nation enjoyed an inland circulation of Corn, 
and the conſequences of it are, viſible in the 
ſinking price, as ſoon as we can ſuppoſe the 
farmers were acquainted with this method of 
trade. This would not probably be till after 
the harveſt of 1665, for that ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment which paſſed this act, did not meet till 
July 1663, and then was prorogued till the 
March following; ſo that no effects could be 
diſcoverable in 1664. But the ſucceeding year 
they might, and the price in 1666, and the 
years which followed, prove it's ſalutary in- 
fluence. This excellent law was probably ob- 


' ſerved in Charles IId's reign, as it was a li- 


berty not fully enjoyed before; but it has 


fince been diſregarded by our Corn-dealers 
buying the Corn our of market, and probably 


ſince 1689. For had they been confined to 
buying Corn in market only, it would have 
raiſed the price to them, and therefore this 
circumſtance, by making grain dearer to the 


Cornfactors in Charles the IId's reign, is fa- 


vourable to thoſe who calculate for the tare” fl ; 
21 — 


% 


5 e 


Ls 


” the dealers may by the preſent practice 


purchaſe Corn for exportation cheaper than 


they could while the act was obeyed. 


| In the 22d year of this reign * it was al- 
lowed to export all ſorts of Corn and Grain, 
even when they exceeded the afore-mentioned 


rates; but ſubject to the duties expreſſed in 


12 Car. II. cap. 4. By the ſame act, the du- 
ties on importation were raiſed to ſuch a 
height, as to be an abſolute prohibition. Du- 


ring all this time, the Crown was principally 


| ſupported by ſubſidies ; the burthen of which 


was upon the land: and as the Dutch war was 
as much againſt the inclinations, as the inter- 


eſts of our countrymen, it was juſtly appre- 


hended that they would refuſe the ſupplies. It 
was neceſſary therefore to ſooth the paſſions 
of the landed gentry, by the proſpect of im- 
mediate gain; which was effected by the ſub- 
ſidy act in 25 Car. II. cap. 1. which is for- 
tunately preſerved . It is ſurprizing that in 


all the arguments on the preſent ſubject, this 


act has never been quoted; but that both ſides 
ſhould agree in the miſtake, that the firſt 


bounty on Corn was granted in the iſt of 


;-* Chap. 33. I See Kies ſtat, e 


1 

Fill. and Mary. To convince them of their 
error let us examine the 38th ſect. which 
is thus expreſſed: To the end that all 
« owners of land, whereupon this tax prin- 
« cipally lieth, may be the better enabled 
ee to pay the ſame, by rendering the labours 
* of the huſbandman in raiſing Corn and 

1 Grain valuable, by exportation into foreign 
parts, which now is already at a very low 


« have her ſtock increaſed by the returns 
ec thereof, be it enacted that for the next three 
« years, and to the end of the next ſeſſion 
e of parliament, when Corn &c. is at the 
« prices mentioned in the act of the 1 5th, 
« every perſon who ſhall put on ſhip-board in 
ec Engliſh ſhipping any Grain, with intent to 
« export the ſame to parts beyond the ſeas, 
« ſhall bring a certificate of the quantity and 
quality of the Corn to the perſons appoint- 
«ed to collect the duties, and upon proof 
« made of ſuch certificate by one or more cre- 
« dible perſons upon their oaths, and upon 
« bond given of 200 J. for every ton of Corn 
« ſo ſhipped, that the ſaid Corn ſhall not be 
& landed in England, or the King's dominions, 
4e 7 receive for 8 quarter of Barley or 
« Malt 


te rate; and that the nation in general may 


82S. 2988. 3 
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18 
« Malt 25. 6 d. of Rye 3s. 64. and Wheat 
« 5s. Which ſums every ſuch officer is au- 
« thorized to pay, without any cuſtom, fee, 
or reward. Upon return of the certificate 
% figned by the magiſtrate of the place be- 
« yond ſeas, that the Corn was there landed, 
te the bond to be delivered up, &c. We ſee 
the intent of this act was to raiſe the price of 
Corn, and by the Eton regiſter it ſeems to 
have anſwered the purpoſe ; for Wheat and 
Malt were dearer for thoſe three years than 
in any former period, excepting the times of 
publick confuſion. That this dearneſs was 
occafioned by the bounty, is evident from the 
price immediately falling in 1676, and conti- 
nuing low till 1693. Whoever will compare 
this act with the iſt of Will. & Mary will find 
that the bounty was the ſame, and that they 
differed principally in the time of duration; for 
the real intention of both was to encreaſe the 
value of Corn. 3 : 


Tuts brings us in point of time to the no- 
ted ſtatute of the iſt of Will. & Mary in March 
1689, N. S. the effects of which were ſenſibly 
felt by the increaſe of price, till in 1698 
1 . Wheat 
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Exceeding of - 


[ 28 ] 
Wheat aroſe to 31. 8 s. 4d. and Malt to 
11. 128. The parliament was now obliged 
to prohibit exportation for a year, and in 


1699 to ſtop the bounty for nine months; 
which with the help of importation * reduced 


the price by 1700. In 1707 a bounty was 


granted on the exportation of Oatmeal, and 
by theſe ſeveral premiums the national ſtock 


was ſo diminiſhed, that Wheat aroſe in 1709 
to 31. 18s. 6d. per quarter, when it was 
ſtopped for a year, and by 1711 it gradually 


ſunk. And here we ſhould obſerve that more 
Corn was exported in 1709, than in 1707 
and 1708 added together. To prove. this let 
us appeal to the tables — by the cal» 


culators for the bounty. 
Total l 


In * years {1797} 


In - = - - 1709 — aw 


— 


440137 
516677 3 
1709 = = - 76540 2 


®. Sce tracts on the Corn trade, p. 120, 


The 
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The price of Wheat in} 125 
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: Total of both years — — 3 10 © 
Price of Wheat — 170g = 3 18 6 
Exceedings of = 1709 5 8 6 


Tuus we ſee that the price in 1709 conſi- 
derably exceeded 31. 10s. the double of the 
two preceding years ; and that the exportation 
bore the ſame proportion. Now if we ſup- 
poſe the exceſſive exportation to be the cauſe 
of but a ſmall part of the difference of price, 
that would more than counterbalance the gain 
to the nation; or to ſpeak more properly, 
the manufacturers loſt more than the Cornfac- 
tors got. 1 5 


To prove this it may obſerved, that the 
calculators in favour of the bounty ſay, that 
our home conſumption of Wheat alone is an- 
nually 3,750,000 quarters. This computa- 
tion ſhall be adopted, though it differs from 
another of the ſame author, more conducive 


Corn tracts, p. 133. 
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1 
to our preſent deſign. If we then ſuppoſe 
31. 188. 6d. paid in 1709, whereof 58. 


| were occaſioned by exportation, and add the 
bounty and the value of the Wheat imported 


year, we may ſtate the account thus, ac - 
cording 1 to their own tables. 


For 58. dition to 4,750,000 l. 1 
quarters of wheat - - 937,500 o o 
Bounty paid on exportation 
of 169,679 ditts -' = 42,419 15 © 
Importation of er 
286% Ter quarter. = 4.138 27 0 
Total . 984,058 12 © 


eee 


produce of 169,679 quar- 
ters of Wheat exported - 299,766 4 8 


The ballance againſt expor- 5 
den in che article of — 
co nt „„ 684,292 7 4 


Tur next year Wheat dropped but $4. 
per quarter, and Malt was dearer than before. 
In 1728 and 1729 the prices of theſe two 


3 ties were conſiderably raiſed; but 
were 


- 
'. 
2 
] 


** . Ld 


EN 


were kept down, by large importations *, 
From hence till 1740 and 1741, there was no 
ſtoppage of exportation, and the ten ſucoeed- 
ing years being the fineſt and moſt plentiful 


| harveſts ever remembered, and the epidemi- 


cal diſtemper of the horned cattle promoting 
tillage at the ſame time, the inconvenience. 


was not felt till 1757, when the diſtreſſes 


of the poor obliged the parliament to ſtop 


exportation, and allow importation from Au- 
guft 1757 to March 1759. This had it's ef- 
fects in reducing Wheat 10s. 2d. and Malt 
8s. 8d. per quarter. What has paſſed of late 
we all know, ſo a repetition is needleſs ; but 


it is plain that a ſtoppage of the bounty has al- 


ways lowered, and any great exportation has 
generally advanced, the price. 


| HavinG now compleated our hiſtorical ac- 
count, the next point to be diſcuſſed is, what 
uſe the calculators for the bounty have made 
of this boaſted criterion, the Eton Wr +. 


* Tradts on the Corn 5 p- 122. 

| + The reader has before ſeen in page 7, the real uncer. 
tainty attending this table, and the ſame objections may be 
made to auy computations taken from the * of Corn at 
any one certain * > 


1 


32 
It begins as has been ſhewn in 1595, and is 
carried down to 1766. This ſpace is divided by 
them into periods, firſt of 11 years, and after- 
wards of 20 years, till the laſt period, from 
1746 incluſive, to 176 5 excluſive, as is here 
expreſſed. 


* T ABLE of Averages of the prices of 


\ | Wheat and Malt. 


- | Number of years | 


and when: — 
Ne: dem n QrWheat. | . Malt. 
11 | 1595 1606 ||2 1 £4 1 9 
20 | 1606] 16262 3 11 * 9. 
20 1626 1646 || 2 10 ba 2:30 5 
20 | 1646 | 1666 [2 17 55 1 12 oz 
20 | 1666 | 1686 J]2 6 311 6 7 
20 [1686 | 1706 [| 2 5103 |'i 6 8 
20 1706 1726 [2 4, 9 # 18.25 
20 1726 1946 [3 217 7 by 
19 | 1746] 1765 || 2 o 1,11 7 8; 


By this it appears that Corn was the deareſt 
from 1646 to 1666, which includes the civil 
wars in part: that from 1666 to 1686 it fell 
conſiderably notwithſtanding the three dear 
ſeaſons of 1673, 1674, and 1675, which 


ſhould not have been taken into the account: 


that Corn was cheapeſt from 1726 to 1746, 
but in the laſt 19 years, it has riſen upon an 
| * 


[ry 


LOI 


go 


— 


7% 


ſas 


average 28. 1 4 d. for Wheat, and for Malt 
8 2 d. per quarter above the preceding 20 
years. Had the years 1765 and 1766 been 
added (as they might have been) the diſpro- 
portion would have been more conſiderable; 
but what is expreſſed in the table itſelf con- 
tradicts their aſſertion, that Corn has been 
continually dechning ſince the bounty took place. 


'Tx1s is not the only defect in the table. 
In the period from 1666 to 1686 they have 
included three years, when bounty was paid, 
which conſequently ſhould have been thrown 


into the oppoſite ſcale ; viz. the three years 


1673, 1674, i675, when the ſubſidy act of 


Charles II. was in force. The next period 
from 1686 to 1706, they conſider as years of 
bounty; yet the cheapeſt year of the whole 
period is 1687, when the bounty did not ſub- 
fiſt *. In the following periods, no deduction 
is made for thoſe years when either bounty or 


exportation was ſtopped, or importation al- 


lowed, though we conſtantly find they lower- 
ed the price; and for theſe reaſons it is pro- 


| poſed to divide the regiſter in a different me- 


* Wheat was then 11. 5s. 2 d. per quarter. 
Wi: |  thod, 
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thod, and leave the reader to judge br is 
moſt agreeable to reaſon. 


Bur let it be obfervad; firſt, . in times 


of publick confuſion, or till a freer circulation 
of Corn was allowed, we cannot form an eſti- 


mate of the general price; and therefore no 


concluſions can be drawn from this regiſter 
till the year 1665.—Secondly, that we muſt 
compare the years of bounty with thoſe pre- 
ceding, and not intermingle the. periods as in 
the fore-cited table. Having premiſed thus 


much, we ſball begin with 1665. From thence 


to 1688 excluſive, is juſt 20 years, rejecting 
the years 1673, 1674 and 1675, when bounty 
was paid. The year 1688 is doubtful ; for 
though the bounty act was not paſt till March 


1689. N. S. yet the meaſure might be pro- 


poſed. before, and conſequently influence the 


price. The faireſt way then is to reject it on 


both ſides, and begin our next diviſion with 


1689, and ſtate the averages in the following 


manner. 
ye from 3 to Qr, Wheat. j Qr. Malt. 
o 1665 incluſive, 1688 excluſ. |2 2 8% 1 6 91 


1689 incluſive, | 
incſuding. the . | | ; 


"mA years 1673, x 
4 1674, & 1075 1767 excluſ. 12 3 31 It 7 91 


© 

Ix this laſt period we deduct nothing for 
thoſe years when there was no bounty, or for 
Corn imported; nor is the extraordinary 
plenty from 1741 to 1751, nor the increaſe 
of tillage by the epidemical diſtemper in the 
cattle conſidered, Vet with all theſe advant- 
ages on the ſide of bounty, Wheat and Malt 
have both been dearer ſince 1689; and the 
miſtake in the table plainly aroſe from ranking 
three dear years when bounty was paid, among 
thoſe when it was not. But if theſe calcula- 
tions of ours are juſt, how will it appear that 
230, 239 J. per ann. have been ſaved to the na- 
tion * by reducing the price of Corn fince 
1697, as the favourers of the bounty allege? 
which amounts in the total to 15, 6 56, 2 52 l. 
Now it appears from theſe averages, that 
Wheat is riſen above 6d. and Malt near 
12d. per quarter fince 1689. However, we 
| ſhall not take a medium of the two prices, 
which would be gd. but only ſuppoſe that 
every ſpecies of grain is raiſed by the bounty 
4d. per quarter 4; then inſtead of the fore- 
| ® Tradts on the the Corn trade, p. 137. i 

- + This is only meant as a very moderate medium, for any 
ſudden great exportation, like that in 1709, would raiſe the 
price much more at firſt, though it would fink gradually 
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mentioned ſavings, there has been an annual 
loſs of 22 5, 930 l. for the calculators aſſure us 
that 13,555,850 quarters are conſumed here; 
and this number divided by 60 will produce 


the ſum juſt laid down. It is needleſs to en- 


cumber this work with the ballance of ex- 


ports, compared with the bounty and imports z 


let us ſuppoſe the former much preater, and 
the returns of ſpecie ever ſo large, yet if this 
plain fact is true, that Corn is deater ſince the 
bounty than before, it is only gratifying the 
Corndealer at the expence of the poor manu- 
facturer, and diminiſhing our trade by forcing 
him to aſk higher wages, and thereby enabling 
. 2Y to en our eee EY 


Bur if we ſhould blow that Givi had been 
cheaper fince the bounty than before (which 


we are far from. granting) might it not be 


aſcribed to the prevailing ſpirit of agriculture, 


which has reduced the price in Fance, and 


other countries? Does not cultivation increaſe 


while population is much the ſame, or at 
leaſt in no proportion to the improvement? If 
ſo, this is another argument againſt the bounty; 


See the ſpeech of the Procureur-General to the parlis · 


ment of Brittany in the tracts on the Corn trade, p. 216. 
| 8 ; for 


B Dn Q pp 


L 27 J 
for if Corn grows no cheaper with us, who 
have the bounty, and is cheaper in other 
countries which have it not, we may pre- 
ſume the increaſe of Fei. ts h Wang to the 
meaſure itſelf. ä 


2 n the meaſure in a more enlarged 
view, let us take in, not only whether the 
bounty has made grain cheap, but whether it 
has kept provuiſions in general moderate, for 
this is the point the calculators ſhould have 
proved. Fleſh-meat was once the principal 
food of the poor, as appears by the ſtat. 25 
Hen. VIII, for regulating the price of vic- 
tuals; and ſo continued till the act againſt 
importing Triſb cattle, 15 Car. II. cap. 7. 
ſect. 13. This act was only temporary, but 
it was ſo repugnant to the general ſenſe of the 
nation, that it occaſioned great complaints. 
However, it was enforced in the 18th year 
of that reign, and the importation declared a 
publick nuiſance, but not without a vigorous 
proteſt. The penalties however were not ſuf- 
ficient to quaſh a trade ſo beneficial to the 
poor; and therefore in the 20th year the im- 
portation was again prohibited, with ſeverer 
penalties; and this act was made perpetual in 
| the 
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che 324 year of this reign, and extended to but- 


ter and cheeſe. By declaring the importation 


2 nuiſance, the parliament had'provided againſt 


any diſpenſing power in the King; and on this 


point an argument was uſed very applicable 


to our preſent purpoſe ; as we find in Claren- 
aon life, page 380. * That if any murrain 


* fſhould happen amongſt the cattle, and his 


*« Majeſty have no power to diſpenſe with the 
* prohibition, we ſhould then have more 


«< cauſe to complain of the ſcarcity and dear- 


« neſs of meat; than now of the plenty and 
«and cheapneſs. This obſervation was veri- 
fied whiea the epidemical diſtemper raged; for 
the lands, which uſed to feed, being converted 


Into tillage, and the growth of Corn being en- 
| couraged by bounty, fleſh- meat was greatly 


raiſed: and though the calamity ceaſed, the 


inconvenience has continued, till Beef, Mut- 


ton, &c. with all the materials for manufac- 
tures which we derive from thoſe animals, as 
wool, hides, tallow, and horns, have almoſt 
doubled __ ergy value. 5 | 


Ir hind Boos Ange chats the nation hay 
gained 28 fince "IO age I. by ex- 
; pPortation, 


* 


[ 39 ] 

portation * ; but from this we muſt- dedu& 
225,930 I. which, as we have ſhewn before, 
is loſt to the nation by the advanced price of 
Corn; which reduces it to 186,988 J. But 
ſuppoſing the whole ſum was. really gained, 
yet if the Corn grown for exportation has leſ- 
ſened the quantity of paſture lands, it has 
raiſed the price of fleſn - meat in proportion; 
and how far that will over-ballance the gains, 
ſhall now be ſhewn. The calculators are 
agreed that 186, 943 Hogs are conſumed every 
year in the metropolis, and that the national 
conſumption is 800, ooo. Why they fix it at 
no more is hard to ſay, as they themſelves af- 
firm that London and it's environs contain but 
2. of the inhabitants of the kingdom . How- 
| ever, let us take their number as it ſtands : 
ſuppoſing then that every Hog weighs upon an 
average 300 lb. and that pork of late years 
is raiſed 1 d. per pound, (and in many places 
it is much more) the additional annual ex- 
pence will amount to one million in this ſingle 

article. In many parts Beef and Mutton, 
which uſed to be 2 d. or 2: d. per pound, are 
now 4d. or 45 d. But if we compute that 


je Tracts on the Corn trade, p. 137. 1 Ibid. P- 198, 
| | _ cattle. 
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cattle are raifed but 208. a head ſinee the 


epidemical diſtemper, that alone would, ac- 


cording to the general computation, coſt the 
metropolis above 98, ooo I. ner ann. And if 


Sheep are raiſed but 5 8. each, that would 


amount to more than 177, ooo l. for the ſame 


extent. We may eaſily perceive, without 
deſcending to particulars, that the loſs to the 
whole nation in theſe two neceſſaries of life 


muſt be enormous. The calculators far the 
bounty allow the fact, but aſcribe it to the 
quantity of land employed in raiſing oats for 
our horſes* ; but it may more juſtly be aſ- 


eribed to the land employed in raiſing grain 
for exportation. Farmers are now ſo much 
influenced by Cornfactors (who find little pro- 


fit in exporting Oats, having no bounty given 
for them) that they ſow much leſs than is re- 


quiſite for our home conſumption. This 
is proved by the conſtant importation of that 


- ufeful grain, ſo unjuſtly diſcouraged, which asit 
will grown almoſt any ſoil, would produce the 
. greateſt neturns to the farmer in many parts of 
England. But ſuppoſe the high price of fleſh- 


meat was partly owing to the number of 
horſes, yet that is hardly to be remedied, 


* Tracts on the Corn — p- 208. 
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ſince the introduction of poſl- chaiſes, and the 
increaſe of wheel - carriages, and ſaddle horſes, 


together with our large exportation of thoſe 


articles, which are circumſtances too well 
known to need any proof; a + 2 re- 
peal the — and app! 


to the growth of oats for home cotifliney 2 * 


tion. It was the bounty which induced the 
farmer to convert his paſture into arable land, 
and prevented the rene wal of his ſtock of Cat- 
tle, thinned by the epidemical diſtemper. 


The repeal of the bounty would then be the 


likelieſt method of repleniſhing our herds, and 
leaving at the ſame time a ſufficiency of Corn 
for our home conſumption. 


II. ANoTHER argument which the calcu- 
culators have urged is, that à commercial na- 
tion ſhould promote the exportation of Corn as a 
branch of trade. But this doctrine is repug- 
nant to the maxims of commerce; for we 
are not to encourage every branch of trade 
without diſtinction. Commercial liberty, like 
political, can only flouriſh while ſubject to 
wiſe regulations. The firſt maxim adopted 
by all nations (though not indeed practiſed by 

F all) 
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all) is to diſcourage any one branch of trade 


which injures the reſt. Upon this principle 
it is plain, that any country which depends on 
manufactures, ſhould diſcourage whatever hath 
a tendency to enhance the price of proviſions; 


for this is in effect to enhance the price of 


their manufactures, anl. conſequently to leſſen 


the demand for them abroad. Nor is this all; 


the raw materials ſhould be kept as low as 


poſſible; for though proviſions ſhould be cheap, 


yet if theſe materials be dear, the manufac- 
turer muſt ſtil] keep up the price of his goods. 


If we compare our preſent laws with theſe 


maxims, they will be found diametrically op- 
poſite to both. For by exporting Corn with 


a premium, we not only raiſe the price of 
bread and fleſhmeat, but the effects will be 


extended to thoſe important articles of our 
manufacture, tallow, hides, and wool. The 
Dor ſecſbire hills, which formerly ſupplied the 


clothing counties with wool, are now fre- 


quently plowed to the ſummit: but what 
avails it to prohibit the exportation of that 


uſeful commodity, if by other regulations we 


check the breeding of ſheep. 5 0 
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Ir i is e n! to ojpenl farther to facts, 
in order to prove, that if we are now under- 
ſold at foreign markets, we can only recover 
our trade by working cheaper. Treaties may 
bind for a ſhort time, but intereſt will at length 
prevail; and, unleſs we can afford our mer- 
chandize as cheap as the French, we ſhall 
hardly meet with purchaſers in Spain or Por- 
tugal. It is generally acknowledged, that our 
cloth is ſuperior to any other, and may there- 
fore be fold ſomething: dearer : but although 


our druggets wear longer, yet if the French 


druggets are ſo much cheaper as to anſwer for 


that difference, we may boaſt of our ſuperio- 


rity at home, but the Portugueſe will ever, 
as they do now, give the a= to | 
our male. 5 «7. 


Tavnz is another maxim in commerce, 
equally eſtabliſhed with thoſe before cited, 
that we ſhould chiefly encourage thoſe branch- 
es of trade, in which the materials are com- 
pletely manufactured at home. This too is 


founded on obvious reaſons: firſt, becauſe 
ſuch branches employ the greateſt number 
of hands; — they give the higheſt 
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value to the materials, and conſequently bring 
the largeſt returns from abroad ; and thirdly, 
they leave nothing for foreigners to finiſh. 
Thus to inſtance in hides : ſuppoſing we gave 
a bounty on exporting ra hides, the abſur- 
dity would be evident: and if we confined it 
to hides when tanned, even this meaſure, 


though leſs exceptionable, would deprive our 


manufacturers of materials. But if we encou- 


raged by premium, the export of ſhoes, trunks, 


caſes, &c. made of leather, this would be 
Tight, for thoſe are finiſhed manufactures, and 
come within the rules above-mentioned. 


To apply this maxim to the exportation of 


Corn, let us conſider that the farmer, the 


merchant and the failors are the only hands 
employed in this trade. Now is it not extraor- 
dinary that the only article of commerce which 
we encourage by a bounty, ſhould be that 
wherein ſo few hands are employed, and where 
the commodity is ſent out juſt as it is gather- 
ed? Malt indeed requires ſome manufacture, 
but ſo little that it is ſcarely worth our notice. 
It was not thus our anceſtors reaſoned, when 
they formed the act for exporting beer by the 


Nat. 3 Fac. I. cap. 11. The preamble of this 


ſtatute 


5 
0 


[ as 
ſtatute takes the ſubject in it's true light; and 
is in ſubſtance as follows. Now whereas 


by the tranſporting of Beer, the cuſtom or 


% poundage will be much greater than when 
the ſaid Barley or Malt is tranſported, and 
* alſo that the navy will be more increaſed, 
« for that one ſhip load of Malt will, if brewed. 
« into Beer, make four ſeveral ſhip-loads; fo 
« likewiſe will the tillage be much increaſed 
« by reaſon of the more ſpeedy vent of 


Beer than of Barley or Malt, aud the port 
towns greatly relieved, many of his Ma- 
6 jeſty's ſubjects ſet to work, and the brewers 


ce and coopers be thereby better enabled to 
« to hve and maintain their families; Be it 
« it therefore enacted &c.” Theſe principles 
require no comment, their merit is evident ; 
and however the politics of that reign may be 
cenſured, yet many of the fatute laws are de- 
ſervedly eſteemed. 


LET us now view the bounty in another 
light, not only as diſcouraging our own ma- 
nufactures, but as enabling foreigners to un- 


derwork us. To prove this, it will not be ne- 
ceſſary to ſtate the freight to other countries, 
which is often n as it is apparent 


that 


[ 46 ] 
that the freight from London, Efſex, or Suſ- 
ſex, either to France or Holland, is conſide- 
rably leſs than from thoſe parts to many po- 
pulous and manufacturing places in England, 
which are ſupplied from thence. Liverpool 
in particular imports large quantities of Wheat 
and Barley from London and Eſſex, while the 
neighbourhood of Mancheſter receives it from 
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Liverpool at the expence of a double freight, 

#} beſides the tolls on the Iruell. Now if the 

ii expence of commiſſion is the fame to one 

3 ol place as another, the French and Dutch 

10 I! . would have their Corn imported cheaper than 
1 many of our manufacturers, even if no bounty t 
Wil! 4 was given. The difference of freight alone T 
179 would rather turn the ballance in their favour, [ 
177 il) and why then ſhould we allow an exorbitant "0 
1 i. premium, only to make it preponderate ſo E 
1 greatly againſt us? Nay farther, the freight © 
##} is often ſo low, that by means of the bounty, a 
1 exported Wheat may be afforded cheaper in t 
1 France or Holland, than even in the countries n 
44 where it grows. ſ 
#4 3:1: : SG 2 55 A 

| 0 Or Malt very great quantities are ſent to 
i | Holland, not only with a large bounty, but an tt 


IS ä 


exemption from all the duties of exciſe; for tl 
| which 
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which reaſon it deſerves to be conſidered a- 


part, as an object of the firſt importance. To 
ſtate the difference between the exported Malt 


and that deſigned for home conſumption, we 
muſt ſet down what we pay to the govern- 
ment for every quarter of Barley, Wincheſter 
meaſure, made into Malt, and then add what 
the exporter receives for the ſame quantity. 


Now for every eight meaſures of malted Bar- 


ley, we pay an exciſe of eight nine-pences, 


Ji. e. fax ſhillings;) beſides paying for the in- 


creaſe, which is ſaid to be about half a mea- 
ſure more, that is 4 d. The exporter on 
the other hand pays none of theſe duties, but 
receives the bounty, which is for every eight 
meaſures of Barley 2 8. 6 d. and one half 


more for the increaſe of bulk, viz. 1 8. 3 d. 


beſides another 3 d. allowed by the officers of 
exciſe, The total of the ſums received is 4s. 
and the duty being 6s. 42 d. the amount of 
the difference between a quarter of Barley 
made into Malt, Wincheſter meaſure, con- 
ſumed at home, and the ſame quantity fent 
abroad, is 10s. 4x d. Now as the medium 

* Here we differ greatly from the authors of the Corn 


tracts, who make the difference only 48. but then they omit 
the exemption from exciſe duties, p. 81 & 82. in the note. 


price 
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n 
price of this quantity of Grain is fixed by the 
Corn tracts at 18 s. the aforeſaid exemptions 
and premiums will make it cheaper to the 


Dutch by 60 per cent. than to many of our 
own counties, to which Barley is carried by 


our own coaſting veſſels. Nay, with the ex- 


pence of freight and commiſſion, it will be 


cheaper to Holland by above 30 per cent. than 
even in the countries where it is grown. But 
it ſhould be farther obſerved, that the me- 
dium price of 18 8. per quarter, Wincheſter 
meaſure, for Barley made into Malt, is rather 


high; and therefore if we ſuppoſe it 16 8. per 


quarter, the diſproportion will be ſtill greater, 


for 10s. 4 d. is to 16 8. about 62 per cent. 
while the ſame ſum is to hy s. but 55 
| ad cent. [4 9 


4 HRE we ſee there is a kind of abſurdity 


in propoſing to correct the bad effects of the 
bounty, by lowering the price at which it is 
now paid ; for, as it has been obſerved by 
others, the bounty on Wheat when it is 48 8. 
fer quarter, is equivalent only to 10 per cent. 
but reduce it to 32 8. per quarter, and the 
ſame bounty is 15 per cent. and if it ſhould be 


ſtill lowered to 4 per quarter, it is equal 
to 


3 [ 49 ] 
to 20 per cent. Thus it ſeems to be clear that 
Corn is no proper object of commerce to be 
exported with a premium. But how comes it 
then that foreign writers have laviſhed their 
encomiums ſo largely on us for introduciug the 
bounty? As to the French writers, they are beſt 
anſwered by obſerving what their own nation 
has done, which ſhall be conſidered under the 
next head: and there are none beſides them 


| who deſerve our notice, excepting that ſhame 


and glory of his countrymen Don Jerom Uzta- 
712, whoſe comprehenſive genius united the 
politician with the commercialiſt, and who 


though he wrote only for the meridian of 


Spain, has probably rouſed a ſpirit of induſtry 
in every nation but his own. He, it is con- 
feſſed, commends our policy in relation to the 
bounty, and yet his own opinion in the very 


ſame chapter, is oppoſite to our practice; 


from whence it is clear he was but little ac- 
quainted with our method of exportation. 
* « In the article of proviſion, fays he, it is 
* not our duty to encourage uniformly and at 
e all times an exportation, (as we ought to do 
«in the caſe of manufactures) but only in 


* Uzieriz on Commezce, tranſlated by Kippax. vol. ad. 
p- 194. „ | 
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50 1 
years of plenty, 4 even then under certain 
reſtrictions. — And again, * Whenever his 
« Majeſty ſhall grant a licence to export grain, 
e jt is to be underſtood that a previous en- 
« quiry be made, how much will be neceſſary 
« for every one of the towns from whence 
ce the exportation 1s allowed, in order to leave 
« them @ ſufficiency for the conſumption of that 
year, and ſeed for the next ſeaſon.” Is this 
like recommending a general export with boun- 
ty? So far from it, that he calls the bounty 
ee one of the moſt weighty and delicate points 


te in civil polity.” What he chiefly inſiſts on 


is, that the Engliſb had never felt a famine 


ſince the meaſure was eſtabliſhed ; and the 
authority he brings is a letter of the Marquis 
of Montaleon, dated in April 1715, but 25 
years after the preſent eſtabliſhment of the 
bounty, and no more than 18 from the firſt 
calculations of exportation, He wrote his 
book indeed in 1724. and if he got his infor- 
mation about the price of Wheat in 1 722 or 
1723, it would tend to confirm him in his 
error, as from 1718 to 1724, it was cheaper 
than ordinary. But whatever accounts he 


* Uztariz on Commerce, vol, zd. p. 197. 
| + Uzrariz, vol. 1ſt. p. 13 5. 
might 


118 


1 


might receive, we have tried the experiment 
now for eighty years, and may therefore judge 


better of its conſequences than a foreigner, 
without derogating from the reſpe& due to 


his abilities. Had he enquired into the fact, 
he would have ſeen that we had not ſuffered 
from famine for many years before the bounty 
took place. If we trace his opinion to the 
ſource, we may derive it from his deteſtation 
of the oppreſſive politics of Spam, where the 
want of circulation of grain was the cauſe of 


frequent famines, in ſeveral of the provinces. 


Touched with a ſenſe of this evil, he haſtily 
concluded that to force an exportation, was 
to introduce plenty and cheapneſs, as he had 
ſeen the oppoſite extreme productive of ſcarcity 
and dearneſs. He judged of the quantity of 
Corn in England by what he ſaw brought 
into Spain, without ſuſpecting that we ever 
wanted a ſufficiency at home by means of that 
very exportation; or that we ſhould after- 
wards have reaſon to complain, that by in- 
dulging our Corn-trade too far, we had uſed 
the moſt effectual means to exclude our ma- 
nufactures from all foreign markets. 
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III. Ws ſhall now conſider particularly that 


argument ſo ſtrongly enforced in the Corn 


tracts, that if we drop this meaſure it will be 


adopted by the French. In anſwer to this, we 
need only proceed on the plan we have hitherto 


followed of taking the facts juſt as they are 


ſtated by the advocates for the bounty, and 
drawing concluſions from their own data. Let 
us then produce their authorities, and ſee what 


our neighbours have done in relation to Corn, 


They have given us the titles of ſeveral edicts , 
and recited one at large dated 1764, with the 
ſpeech of the Procureur-general of the parlia- 
ment + of Brittany, when the edict was re- 
giſtered. We find from theſe, that the free 
circulation of Corn was reſtrained by heavy 
provincial duties, which rendered the condi- 
tion of the farmer truly deplorable. But by 
the edict of 1763, thoſe oppreſſions were all 
removed, and in the next year export and im- 
port were both permitted ; the former at the 


duty of = per cent. and the latter at 1 per cent. 
for Wheat, and per cent. for Rye and other 


Grain. This permiſſion, however, is limited 


* Trafts on the Corn trade, p. 164, &c. 


+ Ibid, p. 211. 
to 


KK rid N ee e = _Fr£B 
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to certain ports, and to French veſlels, of 
which the captain and two thirds of the crew 
muſt be native Frenchmen. The Procureur- 
general recommends this edict by obſerving that 


it will make Corn dearer, which if true, ought 


to quiet the alarms of Engliſomen but this 
aſſertion is apparently thrown out to captivate 
the multitude, for the intention of the edict 
is evidently to aſſiſt the land owner, and yet 
to keep the price of proviſions moderate and 


equal; not to gratify the farmer at the ex- 


pence of manufactures. The low duties on 


import, the reſtraint of exportation at a cer- 


tain price, and the tenor of the whole edict 


will prove this point beyond contradiction; 


and notwithſtanding theſe regulations may ſtill 
require ſome amendment, they form altoge- 
ther a more rational ſyſtem than could have 
been expected in the dawn of reformation. 
They ſupport the marine by limiting the ex- 
port to French veſſels, and encourage cultiva- 
tion by allowing a free trade; while the al- 
lowance of importation at low duties, will 
check all attempts of the Corndealers to raiſe 
the price on the proſpect of a bad ſeaſon. But 
no hint is given of a bounty in any part of the 
edict, and though many French writers have 

recommended 


THI 


recommended. it to their countrymen, they * 1 
ſcem to perſiſt in a regular plan of equality, fu 
and calmly wait for the conſequences of mea- 7 
ſures, which in the main are digeſted with 5 
prudence. Should they change their ſyſtem * 
before the effects of the preſent are diſcern- 1 
able, the alteration would ſcarcely be of advan- . 
tage: but as they now abound in ſpeculative th 
writers, they muſt know, that political refor- po 
mations in general proceed by ſlow ſteps, and po 
will therefore hardly prefer the uncertain in- 4] 
tereſt of the farmers to the welfare of thoſe 1 
manufacturers, who ſupport the value of land 
by encouraging induſtry, and promoting po- for 
pulation. 2 
IV. TRE fourth and capital argument till 4 
remains unanſwered, viz. that the landed in- 
tereſt will ſuffer great damage, if the bounty is pil 
taken off. But the union of commercial with 7 
landed intereſt is too evident to need any hy 
proof ; and it has been already ſhewn how pre- - ll 
judicial the bounty is to commerce. This Th 
argument then is rather addreſſed to the paſ- _ 
ons than the reaſon : and this circumſtance, dif 
though it may juſtly create a ſuſpicion. of it's Ke: 


truth, yet increaſes the difficulty of anſwering 
Bb 
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it. Firſt then it ſhall be acknowledged, that 


the raiſed rents are occaſioned in ſome mea- 
ſure by the bounty, and conſequently the in- 
come of a landed eſtate may be increaſed by 


the bounty: but if every article of manufacture 


and proviſions is raiſed, the gains are dimi- 


niſhed in proportion. Above all the poor 
rates are more than doubled ſince 1689, when 


the preſent bounty took place, which is a 
point of the firſt importance; for the more 
poor are thrown upon a pariſh, the more is 
idleneſs, want, and profligacy extended. A 


family which can ſupport itſelf, without aſking 


aſſiſtance, will work to avoid the ſhame, ſome 
ſenſe of honour being diffuſed over every or- 
der of mankind ; but if that barrier is once 


thrown down, they will in general work no 


longer, but ſeek a ſcanty ſubſiſtance from the 
rich; and if that is inſufficient, will rather 
pilfer than take to an honeſt occupation. It is 
a melancholy reflection that this ſenſe of ho- 
nour is declining daily: but ſuch is the na- 
tural effect of increaſing the number of poor. 
Theſe too are the people who take the 
lead in riots and who have contributed to 
diſcredit civil government; for if the magiſ- 
trates connive at theſe diſorders their autho- 

rity 
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rity 1s contemptible ; and if they enforce the 
laws, it is hateful to the lower ranks. Be- 1 
ſides, it is hardly credible what ſums are ex- > 
pended by pariſhes 'in trivial law-ſuits, rela- 2 
ting to ſettlements; and whatever increaſes the 

number of poor, will enlarge this article of | 
expence. As the parliament have had this 2 
point long under conſideration, it is hoped A 
ſome remedy will be found, and the lowering 
of proviſions would help to effect this ſalutary 4 
meaſure, by not only diminiſhing the number of 

the poor, but maintaining the aged and ſickly 

at leſs expence: : while thoſe who were able, 
would in time take to work, and enlarge the f 
national ſtock. Thus we ought to aim at 4 
the lowering proviſions, from a principle of A 
private oeconomy and general humanity ; not 
to mention that our property will be ſecured, 2 
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by enabling the Poor to ſubſiſt with comfort. 


Ir the labourer can live by his work, and 6 
ſupport his family, the unequal diſtribution of | 
wealth gives him no concern; but if all his ] 
diligence is inſufficient, he then becomes deſ- AJ 
perate, and ſees the exalted Nation of the rich / 
with envy. Diſtreſs furniſhes an apology for 
violence: : the levelling principle begins to i 

operate, 
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operate, and the chain is broken, which cons 


| netts the higheſt ranks with the loweſt. Sub- 


ordination is loſt, and he. regards the landlord 
and the farmer as oppreſſive tyrants. 

Tuxsx effects of dear living have been felt 
for many years, but the ſource of this cala- 


mity has been generally miſtaken. Large 


farms, engroſſing, and the diſtillery have been 
urged, but none of theſe are adequate cauſes, 


if indeed they are real evils. 


As for large farms, it is not the intereſt of 
the nation to have all ſmall farms. We ſee 
the poor farmer is obliged to ſell his ſtock of 


Corn when harveſt is over, for a preſent ſup- 
ply, at a low price, and often to the Cornfac- 
tors for exportation ; while the owner of a 


larger farm is able to bring his Corn gradually 
to market for home-conſumption. Beſides, a a 
{mall farmer breeds or feeds very few cattle 


or ſheep, and expends very little in improve- 
ment; while the more ſubſtantial occupant can 


lay out conſiderable fums on the land; and, 


by having variety of paſtures, can feed large 


flocks of ſheep and herds of cattle. . So that 


a mixture of great and ſmall farms is ſo. far 
from 3 proviſions, that it rather tends to 
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lower them. It is ſaid that large farms are | 
increaſed beyond their proportion ; but is the = 
fact certain? Near moſt of our trading towns 
the farms are rather divided than united. Be- - 
ſides, was this aſſertion true, it could only ac- | 
count for a partial or temporary dearneſs ; for 

no two or three farmers could monopolize 

Corn, while a circulation is allowed. As to 
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he | | 
1 engroſſing, this practice muſt in general be | 
1 highly uſeful; for as many trading parts of | 
| 20 3 the nation have not Corn ſufficient for their x 
1 | own conſumption, the manufacturers muſt 1 
lf either ſtarve or deſert the country, unleſs 
| there were people who bought up Corn to ſell 24 
again. So that this is ſo far from the real — 

"cauſe, that it only tends to keep the price of 4 

grain equal, and to encourage manufacturers. 

Neither can the diſtillery be deemed an ade- 

quate cauſe, as the quantities are ſeldom ſuf- 

"ficient to affect the national conſumption. | 

Again, if we mult have diſtilled liquors, is it 

it not better to manufacture them ourſelves 0 

than to give a premium to the Duzch to carry f 

: away immenſe quantities of Malt, that they 

may diſtil them and underſell us in foreign 


0 e e or — import them here 
| ; when 
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when diſtilled ? So that the ſtoppage of the diſ- 
tillery ſhould not be conſidered. as the means 


to lower the price of Corn, but to check the 
vices, and preſerve. the lives of the lower 


Page 


Ir then neither large arm, nor or engrofling, 
nor the diſtillery, are the cauſes of the preſent 
dearneſs, it highly concerns us to enquire what 
is the cauſe. Here we ſhall grant that the 
paper currency, occaſioned by our numerous 
funds, may have ſome effect: for though it 
does not increaſe our real wealth, yet by mul- 
tiplying the fgns of wealth, it keeps down 
the value of ſpecie; and whatever makes 


money cheap, will raiſe the price of every 


thing elſe. But as grain has always fallen on 
a ſtoppage of exportation, we muſt aſcribe a 
part of the riſe to the bounty, which promotes 
exportation fo greatly; though paper currency 
may co-operate with it in cauſing a general 
advance. All advantages ariſing merely from 


raiſed rents, muſt only be exchanging a caſual 


preſent gain for certain future loſs; and ſurely 
there are very few in this kingdom fo loſt to 
publick ſpirit, and the feelings of humanity, as 
to wiſh to oppreſs the poor, and injure com- 
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merce; for a much larger gain than will come 
to their ſhare. If ſuch there were, the peo» 
ple might exclaim with the Romans on a like 
occaſion, fame jam ſe ficut boſtes peti, 


victugque fraudari * ; and actuated by hunger 


and paſſion, hearken to no law, but what was 
dictated by neceſſity and reſenttuent. 


No "+ SPA dat can be bueboured, of 
our want of charity; but this motive may be 
checked from a dread of the conſequences at- 
tending a repeal of the bounty. But what 
effects can follow? Will tillage be neglected, 


or exportation ceaſe? As for tillage, it will 


ever flouriſh with trade and manufactures, and 
notwithſtanding. theſe are confined to certain 


diſtricts, yet their influence extends to every 


part of the nation. Neither will exportation 
totally ceaſe ; for it is plain from the tables, 
that we exported Oatmeal before the bounty 


t was laid, nay, even when it was diſcou- 


3 Lis. e.. 


+ If we exported but ſmall quantities of Qatmesl before 


the hounty commenced, we imported too very little ; whereas 


we have ſince brought into theſe kingdoms very largely. From 


1697 to 1767 we imported about 44 quarters per annum on 


an average; and from 1707 to 1765 we imported 355 quar- 


ters on an average. If we compare indeed the 11 years pre- 
ceding 
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raged; and Peaſe and Beans have been ſent 


abroad without any bounty. Whenever Corn 
was cheap, we ſhould ſtill export in due 


e. without forcing 2 trade in one 


commodity, which in time — en more 


uſeful branches. 


Ha n will Gil object that 
Corn will not be turned into money. in ſome 
places with the ſame eafe and expedition as it 
now is. But is this trivial inconvenience to 
be remedied at the expence of our national 
commerce? By no means; the evil at worſt 


would be only temporary; and every alteration 


of an eſtabliſned cuſtom muſt create ſome diff» 
culties at firſt, let the conſequential benefit be 
ever ſo apparent. In this caſe the farmer 
would ſoon find remittances, for as our trade 
would WN 10 our wealth would cireulate. 


v. vie ll it will bu aid, this We | i 


e more than ive conſume, and therefore 


ſhould export the overplus. But the truth of 
this aſſertion is doubtful In plentiful years 
we have certainly more than we conſume, and 
ceding the bounty with the 11 years from 1754 incluſive, to 
1765 excluſive, the amount will be 1910 quarters per annum. 
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in ball years as certainly leſs. The calcula- 


tions of the quantity of Corn grown in theſe 
kingdoms are ſo various, that we cannot de- 


pend upon any of them. Some ſtate it ſo 


high as to amount to ſeven years conſumption 


in plentiful ſeaſons; others have lowered it to 


very little more than we conſume and export, 
which is certainly moſt rational, and the 
computation adopted in general by thoſe who 
favour the bounty: Our exportation by thoſe 
writers is ſaid to be no more than a thirty-ſixth 
part * of our conſumption upon an average; 


and if ſo, we certainly ſhould not encourage 


the Corn trade by extraordinary methods, 
that we may guard againſt bad ſeaſons. In 
the year 1766 we had but two thirds of our 
uſual growth, and therefore we ſhall be a long 
time in making .up the deficiency. Yet hi- 
therto our method has been to export almoſt 
all we do not conſume before the next har- 
veſt, ſo that, upon the leaſt failure, Corn im- 
mediately riſes. Thoſe who have a ſtock in 
hand take advantage of the ſcarcity ; com- 
plaints enſue, and oftentimes diſturbances and 
riots, which of late have been attended with 


fatal conſequences. 


25 Corn crafts, p. 144. 1 
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Ir the dearneſs and deficiency of Corn for 
our home conſumption ſhould be diſputed, 
we need only appeal to one fact, which is 
known to thouſands by ſad experience, viz. 
that the labourers and manufacturers for many 


dy 


years paſt, have in ſome parts been chiefly 
ſupported by potatoes. Many pariſhes in the 


north have cultivated great quantities; and 
one in particular, where an enquiry was made 
about the tythes, was found to bear above 
zo, ooo buſhels, computing go lb. to the 
buſhel. In the ſame neighbourhood are other 


pariſhes, whoſe annual growth is ſeveral thou- 


ſands of buſhels. Is this food a voluntary 
choice, or does neceſſity force them to uſe it? 
If they are aſked the queſtion, the 'anſwer 1s 


always, that Corn and fleſhmeat are too dear 


for their purchaſe. Yet theſe are the people 
who have been accuſed of luxury and indul- 
gence ; and how juſtly, this ſingle fa& ſhall 


determine. Can we deſire better proof that 
our exports of Corn are in general too large 
for our growth? and if fo, the practice of 
forcing a trade by bounty, is almoſt equally 
pernicious with the heavy inland duties yet 
continued 1 in n Spain, and but juſt aboliſhed in 


France: 
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France: for oppoſite extremes generally pto- 
duce the fame effects. 


| n we * be aſked, 1 is to be 
done with relation to Corn, the anſwer is 


plain: That exportation may be allowed with- 


vut bounty for the encouragement of tillage, 
but not ſo far as to diſtreſs our manufacturers: 
That, before permiſſion be granted, accounts 
ſhould be taken of the price of Corn, and the 
produce of the laſt harveſt, not from the Corn 
countries alone, but from the manufacturing 


parts of the Kingdom, where there is gene- 
rally more conſumed than the neighbourhood 


will ſupply; and at all times a power ſhould 
be veſted ſomewhere of reſtraining exportation, 


whenever it enhances the price too much. 
Thus ſhall we fave the expence of bounty, 


which from 1746 to 1765 'amounted to 
138,3421.. per annum, conſiderably more than 
an eleventh part of the land tak, at 38. in the 
pound; and our Corn trade will be ſtill as 
free as is conſiſtent with the good of the na- 


tion. But ſhould foreigners want our grain, 
from any partial deficiency at home, they muſt 


then pay more than-our own people to anſwer 
the expence of freight and 6 Nay 


in 


0 


72 


4 
in that caſe, ſhould we export more than our 
due proportion, the evil would check itſelf, 
for by ſuch quantities imported into foreign 
parts, Corn would become cheap abroad, and 


then the foreign. merchants would purchaſe no 


more. Thus, ſhould we have a ſuperfluity, 
we ſhall ſeldom want a trade for it; and if - 
but ſufficient for our home-conſumption, the 
merchants will not purchaſe it cheap enough 
to gain by exportation. Our paſture lands 
will then be enlarged, and our induſtrious 


manufacturers have better ſupplies of tallow, 
horns, hides, and wool, with other raw ma- 
terials, which we derive from our ſtocks of 


cattle. Corn at the ſame time will probably 
be cheaper to the poor, as well as fleſhmear, 
butter, milk, and cheeſe; and we may hope 


to recover or continue thoſe branches of com- 


merce, which are. cither loſt, or endangered, 
by the advance of our JR in W of 


the Nb of n 


Ir it be neceſſary n againſt exorbi- 
tance of price, we may go one ſtep farther, 


and ſecure our countrymen from the frauds of 


dealers, by ordaining, that Corn be ſold by 
wie and not by meaſure. This will natu- 
I | rally 


2 
4 
1 
& 
J b 
\ 11 
i 
1 g 
1 
+ Hf 
i 1 8 
i 
: * i 
T 
# 44.1 
e 
TX hah | 
131 
4 2 J. 4 
r' 
$3; 2.47 
+ . 
1 
+ 4 K 
J Wy 
i 33 B } 
4 ! 7 
« * } 
4.0 i L 
1 1 
4 1 
188 
5 * by 
of a Nb 
' EF 1204 
x + 7 of 
_ 
. 14 & 
4 . 
1 
p. 4 p 
[2 if. 
19 $ 
* * 1 1* 
; Ss 
IJ ; G 
US 
1 
gy * 
1 
bs * 
Wy" 
[3 
| 8 
MS | 
xt 
1 Yy E 5 
3 
8 
N \ 
N 
1.4 k 4 
1 & 
M73 wn x 
W 
8 * [ 
15 1 * 
1 14 1 
1 
7 4 
1 
140. 4 7 
3 SB 23 
i 
. 
*& : 
TiBe 7 3.” 
1 < 
abs " & 
+ $f. 4 
bG > E: 
"+ * 
3 8 2 
Wy 
4 7 aL $ 
i T 
I | 8 #F * 
1 Ne 
7 \ 
ws - < E 
9193 
| a &f 
25 5 
+ * 
1 I 1 
HE i 
7 N 1 
. 
% LS f 
53 
* 4 
: 2 » 
ol 1 2 
** * 
97 
5 
1 5 
Ft . 
T2 1 
7 p J 
+ 2 \ 
wy * 
: * ; 
7 . 1 
9 
; 4 
** 
9 
ot; 
* \ 
#% 4 
_ * 
11 
Of : 1 
0 A:'Y 
4 A* 
* 
e 
+ \— 
— IEF 2 1 
n 
4 2 (az 
Fy . 
” J 
» 5 4 
a 1 
1 
4 +. *. 
35 
SE | 
N 
ir k 
11 « 
car's 4 41 
6 N 
1 
4 


3 d 
— —— 
6 N FA "0% ao oy 

Po Db; n 3 8 7 


moron As « 
Koa ms > Ks — * — 25 
* ä ro. --* — — 5 — 
* YI rr 
— 8 A 3 5 


"OY 


— 


8 
2 
F 
K 
* , 
14 
9 
i 
kh 7 
* . 
+0 
* 
+ 
& 
1 : 
. 
4, ; 
N 
1. 
4 7 
A, | 
1 ; 
e 
7 
ne $518 
I . 
RY 5 
wi X 
{$9 
. 
& 
n 
Ky i 
*. 
7 5 
by . 
7 
4 k 
4 
3 #7 : 
— . 
( p 
of i 
5 
*S | 
SIE 
z7TY 
* 
| F! 
E 'S. 
1 1 
£-- 
2 
* 
i 
4 : 
3 bs 
7 S- 
„ 24 
* 
I 
. 
N 
. 
3 i 
b 2:4 
RS 
i 
. 
E 
T ; 
* 1 
* * 
TH E 
„ 
* 8 
K, 
4 - 
+ 5 
5 
| * 
1 
* LE 
1 q 
* 
% 
1 4 
# N 
3 [ 
5 * 
4 
1 4 $ 
*. 1 
We: 
' 
17 
$2 
1 3 - 
\ {3 
Fl » 
"8 
1. 
y : 
4 l 
%* 
. 
* } 
j 3 
. , 


2 


. 


{ 6 


rally lead to a diſcuſſion of our meaſures, and 


particularly of the Wincheſter buſhel, which is 


the ſtandard throughout the kingdom. This 


then is generally ſaid to contain 32 quarts of 


Ale meaſure; but the fact is otherwiſe. It 
was formerly 2737 inches and ſome decimal 
parts of another inch, round meaſure; but by 
one of our Malt-acts, it was very properly al- 


tered to 2738 inches; for it is there ſaid that 


a buſhel of 18 inches and an half diameter, by 


eight inches deep, ſhall be deemed a legal 


Wincheſter buſhel, and the contents of ſuch a 


veſſel. will be 2738 inches. Now comparing 


this with Ale meaſure, it will hold about 30 
quarts and one pint; and thoſe who have eſti- 


mated the growth of our Corn by this buſhel, 
and ſuppoſed it held 32 quarts, Ale meaſure, 
have over-rated the quantity by almoſt a one 
and twentieth part. This inconvenience might 
f caſily be remedied; but the ſelling by mea- 


ſure is liable to others, for which there is no 


relief; while the ſelling by weight is clear of 
all objections. Our old ſtatutes ſeem to have 


fixed it to this; for they enact that a buſhel 


ſhall contain eight gallons, and each gallon con- 


tain 8 Ib. of troy weight *. This ſhews they 


N * 12 Hes. VII. c. 5. 1s 
: =: judged 


© oe 


We: = 
judged of Corn by it's weight, which is the 
only method of aſcertaining it's goodneſs, and 
is followed by moſt of thoſe who purchaſe 


grain for bread or meal. This practice in- 


deed is neceſſary for them; for as they {ell 
their bread or meal by weight, they muſt 
form a judgment of the materials by the ſame 
ſtandard. - But if neceſſity forces the bakers 
and mealmen to buy by weight, it will be 


ſurely the faireſt method for all, by prevent- 


ing frauds about the ſize of buſhels, which 
often vary in the ſame neighbourhood. A 
country buſhel too cannot haſtily be meaſured 
by taking-it's dimenſions in inches, for being 
made of wood, one part laps over the other, 
ſo that not being exactly round, it cannot be 
meaſured as a circle, or any regular figure. 
But ſuppoſing it could, there is an art in mea- 
ſuring, by which frauduleut people may de- 
ceive the buyer; and at beſt there is ſuch an 


uncertainty, that two perſons could ſcarcely 


meaſure a conſiderable parcel to exactly the 
ſame quantity. Now in ſelling by weight 


there could be no fraud; for whatever makes 
it heavier would be perceptible to the eye or 
the touch, before it could have any effect. 


Beſides, 
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Beſides, we cannot by meaſure judge of the 
real price of Corn in different parts of the 


kingdom : for though we are told that Corn 
ſold at any certain market at ſo much for a 
certain number of gallons, yet we ſeldom 
know what kind of gallons they are. 


Bur ſuppoſing we could aſcertain them with 
the utmoſt exactneſs, yet we cannot from 
' thence know the real value of the Corn, un- 
leſs we know its weight. For thoſe who are 
ſkilled in the Corn trade affirm, that one 
Wincheſter buſhel of Wheat may differ from 


another 12 or 13 pounds in weight according 


to it's goodneſs. The ſame perſons too affirm, 


that a buſhel of middling Wheat of Wincheſter 


| meaſure, fit for bread, weighs 57 pounds; 
and 12 or 13 pounds in ſuch a quantity makes 
a very material difference. This method is 


already uſed in Ireland; and would, if prac» 


tiſed here, be the moſt expeditious and cer- 

tain means of regulating the aſſize of bread, 
and of comparing the price and value of our 
Grain with that of the neighbouring nations, 


As we are now circumſtanced, we are obliged, 
for either of theſe purpoſes, to calculate the 


difference 


It's 


va 
me 
tai 


9 ] 
differenee of meaſures; which is often inac- 
curately taken, as well from neglect, as the 
real difficulties attending the computation. 


| Ir is hard indeed to ſay; why this method 
has not been introduced ; for if it was general, 
every perſon might be then his own factor. 
Poſſibly this very reaſon is the obſtacle ; as it 
is the intereſt of ſome people, that the Corn 
trade ſhould continue to be a myſtery. Be- 
ſides, thoſe who export, receive the ſame 
bounty for light, as for heavy Corn; and 
therefore will ever oppoſe a regulation which 
tends to diminiſh their profits, But farther, 
as bad land produces light Corn, ſo if this 
method was once eſtabliſhed, the farmers 
would be induced to improve their lands 
higher; for if it's weight was the criterion of 
it's value, they would vie with each other 
which could produce the heavigſ, or in other 
words, the _ — 


We may next ate what . is equi- 
valent to a buſhel, on a medium of the ſeveral 
meaſures uſed in this kingdom; which con- 
tain from 30 quarts and a pint, Ale meaſure, 
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to forty-one quarts or more. Now if 70 
pounds were fixed for a buſhel, it would be 


about equal to 36 quarts of good Wheat (and 
ſo proportionably for other Grain) and near 
the medium of the different buſhels uſed in 


Englatid . W. ales, 


THis too would be one founts: of the 1; 


Barrel, which . was” ſettled as -anſwering to 


four buſhels, and weighs 280 pounds. But 


if thoſe who are converſant in the Corn trade 


ſhould think ſome other medium better adap- 


ted to our uſe, this will not affect the foun- 


dation of the argument. If the principle is 


juſt, ele minutiæ may be 8 with 


eaſe. | FI — 


Tur beſt — ee of oreventiog 
fraud 'in ſelling Corn, and of knowing it's 


true value; is to ſubſtitute weight for meaſure, 
as our neighbours in Ireland have done for a 


long time with good ſucceſs : and the moſt ef- 
ficacious method of cheapening proviſions in 


general, is to withdraw the bounty. If theſe 
reafons are well founded, it appears from the 
very tables, which the calculators had formed 


to 


Ce 


3 


1 


11 


to prove the contrary, that Corn is made 


dearer by the bounty. Nor can it be doubted, 
that the encouragement given to exportation 


has diminiſhed the quantity of our paſtures, 
and enhanced the price of cattle: dear provi- 


ſions muſt of neceſſity raiſe the price of la- 


bour, and of conſequence leſſen the ſale of our 
manufactures: nor doth Corn, as an article of 
commerce, deſerve a greater ſhare of the pub- 
lick attention, than thoſe branches of trade 
which employ ſo many more bande of our 
induſtrious poor. 


Tux French it is plain have not adopted the 
meaſure, nor ſeem at preſent inclined to make 
the experiment, any more than Sicily or Po- 


land; though Corn is the principal article of 


trade in theſe two laſt mentioned countries. 


As for the landed gentry, it is ſubmitted to 


their maturer thoughts, whether population 


and induſtry are not the ſupports: of their 


eſtates. . Whether it is better to have a real or 


a nominal value on their lands? to receive 


more in preſent income, and pay dearer for 
all- proviſions, and indeed every other con- 
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Tz. 
venience of life ? Let them conſider, whether 
the high price of neceſſaries will not unavoid- 
ably leſſen our commerce, and reduce the va- 
lue of that land, which they want to raiſe, 
Theſe effects may be too ſoon apparent, and 
when ſeen, may be then irretrieveable. If 


the poor manufacturers are once driven from 


their old habitations, they will hardly be re- 
called by the moſt conciliating. meaſures. 


Thus poſterity will certainly fee] the loſs of 


trade, ſhould not even the preſent owners of 
the land. A populace diſcontented and rio- 
tous, heavy poor-rates, and a decreaſing trade, 


are alarming objects. If we take warning in 


time, and repeal the bounty at once, it is 
highly probable that theſe misfortunes will be 


in ſome meafure avoided. Corn and fleſh- 


meat will again be the purchaſe of the induſ- 


trious labourer, the poor-tax will ſenſibly de- 
creaſe, our commerce will revive and flou- 
Tiſh, our people contentedly work at their ſe- 


veral callings, and idleneſs and poverty again 
be a ſhame and diſgrace. But the bounty 
act muſt then be holly repealed ; for tempo- 


rary ſuſpenſions encourage avarice to hoard up, 


nd often to hazard the ſpoiling of that 
Grain, 


1 eee emma ali” 
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Grain, which might relieve the publick diſ- 


treſſes. Every inſtance of bad policy ought 


to be rectified as ſoon as poſſible; but when 
an erroneous maxim has the ſanction of law 
and cuſtom, a ſpeedy remedy is the more requi- 
ſite; for the miſtake becomes a principle, and 1s 
the ſource of numberleſs errors. Neither ſhould 


the bounty, if really hurtful, plead preſcrip- 


tion for it's continuance. Spain is depreſſed 
by an adherence to old cuſtoms, while France 
is riſing by ſhaking off the prejudices of her 
anceſtors. Our countrymen have been long 
eſteemed for their cool and impartial exami- 
nations of old opinions; and may the men of 
property ſtill retain the ſame unbiaſſed tem- 
per! Let them weigh the merits of the queſ- 
tion, and then form their own opinion. 


Ir we are accuſed of attempting innovations, 
we diſavow the charge. We appeal to the ex- 
perience of paſt times, when Wheat and Malt 
were cheaper on an average than they have 
been ſince the bounty. It is not our purpoſe 
to diſcourage tillage by deſtroying ſo uſeful a 
branch of commerce as the Corn trade. On 


the contrary, we propoſe it ſhould be free; 
1 8 but 


factures 


have the beſt right to that indulgence, which, 
being the only true ſupports of induſtry and 


population, muſt raiſe or lower the value of 


ive premiums, our manu 


FE + þ 
but let it be left to its natural courſe, neither 


reſtrained by duties, nor forced by a bounty. 


in proportion as t 


If we muſt g 
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from 1595 incluſive to 1767 excluſive. Ta- 
ken from the Audit-books in Eten College. 
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Vear Wheat qr. | Malt qr. 


* 3 
1744 —— 1 410 —— 14 8 
J ͤ1 
1746 —— 119 — — 1 2 4 
1747 — — 11410 —— 1 2 8 
1748 — 117 0 —— 13 4 
1749 —— T1 17 © —— 5 4 
1750 —— 1126 —— 1 5 4 
I75] —— 118 6 ——— 1 6 o 
1752 — 2 | 10 [öminiͤ——4 1 7 4 
7% — 2 4 5 %— 1 
1754 — — 1 14 8 — — 1 8 o 
1755 —— 11310 —— 1 5 4 
1756 — — 2 5 3 — — 1 6 0 
JJ 5 0 0: woo 3 8 
1758 — — 210 0 ——— 116 0 
Z. i EL os nog EE 2 
1760 —— 116 6 — — 1 6 0 
I761 ——— 110 3 —— 15 4 
1762 ———— 119 0 —— 1 7 4 
1763 ͤ—— 2 0 9 — 116 o 
1764 ———— 2 6 9 —— 114 0 
1765 ͤ— — 2 14 © —— 112 8 
1766 ———— 2 8 6 14 O 


Note, In the foregoing computations you are to know, that 
in every year there are two prices of Corn, the one at Lady- 
day, the other at Michaelmas, both which are put together and 
the half is taken for the common price of that year, and the 
tax is deducted from the price of Malt. 
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